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impressions, Israelis will welcome expats
with open arms and a warm heart.

For those expats who are art and
music lovers, Israel offers some excellent
museums. The two leading museums are
‘Israel Museum’ in Jerusalem and the ‘Tel
Aviv Museum’. Adjacent to the Tel-Aviv
Museum you will find the Opera House of
Israel and the theatre centre. If you prefer
to watch a unique opera performance, you
may want to travel to the famous Masada
Mountain located in the heart of the
Judean Desert. Taking place every June,
it's a magnificent experience under the
desert sky.

At the beginning of 2013, the famous
Israel’s Philharmonic Orchestra (which has
just celebrated its 75th Anniversary) will
return to the renovated Mann Auditorium.

For those who believe that there are
tanks and armed soldiers on every corner
of the streets in Israel, you can indeed
see troops, tanks, planes and other
military equipment, but only on Israel’s
Independence Day when the Army opens
its bases to the public. You may also
notice many soldiers riding the buses and
trains on Sunday mornings and Thursdays
afternoons - these
people are travelling
back to their bases
(usually on Sundays)
or heading back
home (mostly on
Thursdays).

Despite the
constant political
and military conflicts
in the Middle East,
Israel is one of
the leaders in the
region in terms of
economics, industry, trade and science.
The number of international companies
moving to Israel is growing every year
(@nd to name just a few: Intel, Motorola.
Siemens, Alstom, Unilever, Schlumberger,
Google, Nestlé, Microsoft, GAP, H&M and
SO many others).

Tourism is also on the rise. A new
sky’ agreement between Israel and
EU was signed recently and will enab
many more European airline cludin
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Welcome to Israel! In a four page country profile,
we look at two views of this fascinating place of
diversity, beginning with this article submitted by
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within the Tel Aviv area, it has become one
of the most expensive cities in the world. In
many cases you get very little for what you
pay; most of the older buildings have only
two bedrooms.

The price range for one unfurnished,
unrenovated bedroom apartment (about 60
sg m) could go between US$ 1000 - US$
1500 per month, subject to the location of
the apartment.

A similar sized apartment, nicely
renovated or in a new building, will rent
for US$ 2,300-3,000 US$ per month. The
maintenance cost in these buildings could
be much higher too; you may need to add
USS$ 300 - US$ 500 for every additional
bedroom.

High demand may also make the
landlords ‘tougher’ and lease negotiation
is a challenge when closing a good deal
for your expat client. It is hard to convince
landlords to agree on the ‘diplomatic
clause’ allowing early termination of the
lease, although most landlords today are
familiar with the term.

The situation in the neighboring city of
Herzlia Pituach is similar, but it offers only
self-standing villas suitable for families and
all apartments (very small and only suitable
for singles and couples) are located in the
resort area of the marina.

In other major cities of Israel, includ ng
Jerusalem, Haifa and Beer Sheba, there
is a different problem - demand is much
lower, but rental availability of decent
properties suitable for accommodating
expats and their families is very limited,

In recent years, many modern tower
blocks with excellent facilities (24/7
concierge, fitness room, swimming pool
and high standards) are being built in
different suburbs. Prices may become a
little more affordable as they are located
outside the city centre.

All'in all, the foreign expat will find
Israel as a very modern country, with a
very high level of IT services, excellent
communication facilities, modern banks, a
large variety of food and fashion (with local
and almost all the famous international
brands/chains) and warm, friendly people
- even if sometimes they might seem a bit
noisy or rude! www.crg-/td.co.il




